
Vol 40 No.3                                                                                                                September 2015 

A manifesto for a new earth and new humanityA manifesto for a new earth and new humanity  
‘Laudato Si’ ‘Laudato Si’ –– On Care of Our Common Home by  Claude Mostowik On Care of Our Common Home by  Claude Mostowik  

P ope Francis’s new encyclical, Lau-dato Si’, subtitled ‘On Care for 
Our Common Home’ underscores its 
main message: that we share a small 
interconnected planet which can only 
become a reality in ‘relationship’ with 
all creation, people and the Creator. 
This relationship calls all to a change or 
conversion of heart - both individual 
and communal. The Pope is making a 
challenging call to all people who 
seek justice and integrity of crea-
tion- not just people of faith. There is a 
call to make a space that allows dia-
logue and engagement to occur. There 
is a call to inclusion. An exclusion de-
rived from a politics dictated more by 
special interests and powerful elites has 
resulted in our most vulnerable sisters 
and brothers being marginalised. 
Clearly here is a response to the cry of 
the earth and the cry of the poor. 
We have here from Pope Francis a lov-
ing letter to all his sisters and brothers 
about our ‘sister’ Earth and how we 
need each other. Inspired by his name-
sake St Francis of Assisi who has mod-
elled for 800 years a concern for the 
poor, the environment and for peace, 
the Pope uses St Francis’ 13th century 
Canticle of the Creatures, a hymn to God's 
creation that refers to ‘brother sun’, 
‘sister water’, ‘brother wind’, and ‘sister 
Mother Earth’. Our common home is 
like a sister with whom we share our 
life. It is a beautiful mother who opens 
her arms to embrace us. This mother 
now cries out to us because of the 
harm inflicted on her by our irre-
sponsible use and abuse of the 
goods endowed to her.  
The Encyclical begins with an invitation 

to enter into dialogue with all people 
about our common home. It is an ap-
peal for a new dialogue about the 
future of our planet where everyone 
is included in the conversation be-
cause the environmental challenge 
we are undergoing, and its human 
roots, concern and affects us all. [LS 
14] His concern is to encourage an 
honest and open debate so that particu-
lar interests or ideologies will not preju-
dice the common good. [LS 188]  
Whilst drawing on the writings of his 
predecessors from John XXIII to 
Benedict XVI, Francis has been in-
spired by the Ecumenical Patriarch of 
Constantinople Bartholomew I, well-
known as the ‘Green Patriarch’, and 
spiritual leader of many of the world’s 
300 million Orthodox Christians. This 
encyclical is ecumenical in a more radi-
cal sense. It is not only addressed to 
Catholics or to Christians but an at-
tempt by one of many leaders to ad-
dress an issue that goes beyond the fu-
ture of the church to the future of hu-
manity. Laudato Si is at heart a call for 
a renewed and deepened humanity. 
It is not a mere policy document.  
Prior to the release of Laudato Si’, the 
impression was that the encyclical 
would be more a policy statement to 
make the maximum impact on the ne-
gotiations at the upcoming UN Confer-
ence on Climate Change in Paris at the 
end of 2015 and would focus mostly on 
the issue of climate change. If it just 
spelled out policy goals for the Paris 
conference, Laudato Si’ would have a 
very short shelf life. It is nothing less 
than an assertive call for dialogue 
that will shape our lives for decades 

to come. Despite concerns by conser-
vative politicians and church leaders 
about the church meddling in contro-
versial politics and science,  their reac-
tions suggest that the Pope has hit a 
nerve by speaking a truth that many 
would like to hide and embarking on a 
revolution long needed.  
It could be called a ‘spiritual’ document 
but it is a document of a faith that 
walks. It synthesises anthropology, 
spirituality, ethics, science, ecology and 
society. Above all, it addresses one of 
the most critical moments in human 
history. It has been called explosive, 
prophetic, bold and direct addressed 
to all people who will listen and 
want to be part of the solution to 
care for the earth, God’s creation. 
Like many people, the Pope sees that 
something has happened and is hap-
pening to the earth and things need to 
change. We need to go beyond asking 
the crude question as to what will it 
cost to act or not act, to asking about 
the value of respecting the earth with 
profound responsibility. Criticisms that 
have emerged seem to come from a  
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desire to avoid responsibility for 
one another and for the whole of 
creation. Francis has said that 
we have clearly trashed the 
earth. Our relationship with it 
is out of harmony - something 
that Indigenous people would 
appreciate more. As well as con-
sidering the destruction of the 
earth,  his concern about poverty 
is an issue that can drive many of 
the ‘haves’ crazy. He dares to 
speak while too many people live 
in silence. 
The document highlights the in-
terconnectedness and interde-
pendence of all creation and 
how humanity has been dam-
aging the earth by a technology 
and economics not based on 
moral values. This leads to in-
creasing damage and wasteful 
consumption. It leads to a throw-
away culture that negatively im-
pacts on the poorest communi-
ties. Here is the link between 
the cry of the poor and the cry 
of the earth.  
There is an intimate relationship 
between the poor and the fragility 
of the planet. It is not a simple 
call to action on climate change 
but an ‘integral ecology’ where 
dialogue and discussion leads to 
an expanded dialogue on the 
world's moral and political 
agenda. So far, the debate has 
been dominated by interests that 
were and are contrary to the com-
mon good. The Pope wants to 
open dialogue about the dis-
torted values of consumer cul-
ture, the power of multina-
tional corporations and abuse 
of power, the view that sees 
people and creatures as objects 
to be used, economic systems 
motivated by short term profit, 
a mentality that puts technol-
ogy on a pedestal. ‘Today, in 
view of the common good, there 
is urgent need for politics and 
economics to enter into a frank 
dialogue in the service of life, es-
pecially human life.’ [LS 189] In-
terestingly, the  word ‘dialogue’ is 
used at least 21 times, ‘debate’ 12 
times, and ‘discuss’ 6 times.  
The document mentions a num-
ber of symptoms such as climate 

change, resource depletion, water 
scarcity, loss of biodiversity, pol-
lution and urban decay but we 
need to reflect on the causes. At 
heart, it comes back to a lack of 
moral foundations to guide us in 
our activity. Human technical 
progress and the domination that 
comes from that has outstripped 
humanity’s moral growth and re-
spect for all living things, a frater-
nity where no one and nothing is 
excluded because the Earth as a 
‘shared inheritance’, a ‘collective 
good’, the ‘patrimony of all hu-
manity’, the ‘responsibility of eve-
ryone’. The conversion to which 
we are called  must lead to a 
revolution in thinking and act-
ing that leaves behind domina-
tion, control and abuse of 
power that results in more and 
more impoverished people and 
an impoverished Earth. It re-
sults from a new way of seeing 
where ‘right relationships’ or jus-
tice and the common good recog-
nises that the forces of the market 
and corporateness cannot and will 
not respect the interconnected-
ness we need.  
It is important for us in the Pa-
cific region to remember also our 
relationship with the peoples of 
the Pacific who are inordinately 
affected by climate change with 
its effects on the people and their 
culture. Pope Francis states, ‘In 
recent decades this warming has 
been accompanied by a constant 
rise in the sea level and, it would 
appear, by an increase of extreme 
weather events...Humanity is 
called to recognize the need for 
changes of lifestyle, production 
and consumption, in order to 
combat this warming……..The 
warming caused by huge con-
sumption on the part of some 
rich countries has repercussions 
on the poorest areas of the world, 
especially Africa, where a rise in 
temperature, together with 
drought, has proved devastating 
for farming.’ [LS 23] ‘Many of 
those who possess more re-
sources and economic or political 
power seem mostly to be con-
cerned with masking the prob-
lems or concealing their  
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symptoms, simply making efforts to 
reduce some of the negative impacts 
of climate change.’ [LS 38] 
Without being specific he rebukes 
some multinational corporations 
that operate in economically underde-
veloped countries who ‘after ceasing 
their activity and withdrawing, they 
leave behind great human and envi-
ronmental liabilities such as unem-

ployment, abandoned towns, the de-
pletion of natural reserves, deforesta-
tion, the impoverishment of agricul-
ture and local stock breeding, open 
pits, riven hills, polluted rivers and a 
handful of social works which are no 
longer sustainable.’ [LS 51] 
Francis tries to awaken the con-
sciences of all, especially the eco-
nomically and politically powerful, 

to the plight of the poor and the 
now impoverished earth. The envi-
ronmental problem is part of a much 
larger problem - the failure to recog-
nise the truth that we are all, everyone 
and everything, interconnected. We 
must read this Encyclical if we want 
to be part of the solution. 
 Reproduced from Just World” the journal of 
eh Edmund Rice Centre, Sydney  

S 
ome Thoughts on the make-
up and characteristics of the 
International Assembly. The 

majority of attendees were European 
based - 96 (60%) The largest country 
represented outright and beyond 
Europe was the U.S. – 35 ( 22%)  
There were 11 representatives present 
from Palestine. In terms of other Con-
tinent/Regions there were just 18 
(11.25%) : 3 from Africa (Burundi 2; 
Uganda 1); 6 from South America 
(Brazil 2;Chile 1;Columbia 2 and Haiti 
1). Asia had two representatives (1 
Philippines/1 India). Finally, there 
was “us”. For the sake of pride we 
will accept the 4 from across The 
Ditch as part of the cohort of 7 from 
the Antipodes.  
The perception of the Eurocentrism 
of Pax Christi is accurate. A look at 
the Pax Christi international website 
however, gives a somewhat wider 
spectrum of its attention than to sim-
ply Europe. There is also the question 
of the cultural base (Catholic/
Christian) which gave rise to Pax 
Christi in contrast to the cultures of, 
for example, Asia and South East 
Asia where Christians are not in the 
majority. Pax Christi has gone beyond 
its Catholic origins to embrace a more 
diverse Christian membership, while, 
as the Bethlehem Commitment says, 
embracing “the richness of Catholic 
Social Teaching”. One might argue 
that it could hardly be not so. It raises 
the question of whether in order to 
explore the paths of peace beyond 
Europe, a more universally oriented 
peace movement might commit to 
active dialogue with the non Christian 
world “in situ”. Perhaps the dialogue 
which is present in Bethlehem 

(designated as an “area A” – under 
jurisdiction of the Palestinian Author-
ity – no Jewish people allowed) be-
tween Christian and Muslim is a pre-
cursor to a necessary development 
elsewhere. There is also the question 
of whether such a development is to 
be expected of a European outreach 
or should be taken up by countries 
more commonly implicated in the 
consequences of, for example, the 
U.S. “pivot” to Asia. If such issues do 
not appear on Pax Christi’s Interna-
tional agenda, who might put it there?   
Another issue struck me before I suc-
cumbed to the status quo momentum 
of the Conference: the average age of 
the International members. As I 
looked around the dining area of the 
Bethlehem Hotel, I saw a lot of very 
“mature” people. Not universally so 
(the U.S.A contingent was younger). 
Enough, however to ponder the ques-
tion of that reality in relation to the 
future of Pax Christi. I note that the 
Bethlehem commitment (http://
www.paxchristi.net/) has set the goal 
of engaging youth as a particular fo-
cus of this current five year time 
frame. It remains to be seen whether, 
given the changes in thinking and 
outlook of a technologically -social 
media savvy generation, whether the 
structure of an organization like Pax 
Christi will retain its appeal. 
An everyday feature of such an Inter-
national gathering is the Babel phe-
nomenon : language differences. 
Translators were present at all sittings 
and even at visitation sites like the 
refugee camps. Most of the liturgies 
were in European tongue (mostly 
French).  I was relieved that the final 
Mass by the wall was in English (well, 

American). Full marks to the skills 
and willingness of translators offsite 
to place themselves at the centre of a 
cluster of eager and no doubt frus-
trated listeners. This was especially 
apparent at the additional seminar 
held in Jerusalem without electronics. 
Before going to the conference I had 
time to do some reading into two 
issues. One was the Palestine/Israel 
question* as you might expect. The 
other was in preparation for a seminar 
which had been asked for of volun-
teers. After discussion with Maggie I 
looked into the issue of asylum seek-
ers – the history in Australia and how 
it came to be what we have now. 
Timely, given the concurrent Euro-
pean experiences. The seminar, held 
in the twilight hours of the third full 
day of the conference, attracted a 
keenly interested small group. 
Unexpectedly, one might even say 
accidentally, the two subject themes 
brought into focus something which 
comes as no surprise to anyone I’ve 
spoken to except me. In the same 
year (1992) as the Mandatory Deten-
tion legislation was passed- piece of 
legal history well worthy of sober re-
flection, the High Court struck down 
the legal fiction of Terra Nullius – 
that the Great South land was unoc-
cupied by a people with Sovereign 
Rights of ownership. The relevance of 
this legal history of Australia to the 
situation of Palestine is eloquently-if 
bluntly expressed with the statement 
of  Golda Meir –the fourth Prime 
Minister of Israel “There is no such 
thing as Palestinians – they never ex-
isted”. It turns out then that Australia 
and the State of Israel have something 

Reflections on the Pax Christi world assembly,   Reflections on the Pax Christi world assembly,   Reflections on the Pax Christi world assembly,      
Peter GriffinPeter GriffinPeter Griffin   
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in common. They are both estab-
lished on the same legal fiction .The 
ramifications of the parallel are con-
siderable. Israel is accused of prac-
ticing Apartheid (indeed the separa-
tion Wall is known as the Apartheid 
Wall). Australia too has been ac-
cused of exercising Apartheid. I 
surmise then that if an Australian 
were to seek to understand what it’s 
like to be a Palestinian, the nearest 
point of reference would be to ask 
an Australian Aboriginal person. 
The decision to hold the conference 
in Bethlehem was intended to indi-
cate in a tangible way, Pax Christi’s 
ongoing concern and support for 
the Palestinian people. Indeed dur-
ing the first hours of the confer-
ence, concurrent with words of wel-
come and request for support 
(“come and see”) by both the cur-
rent Latin Patriarch (H.B. Fuard 
Twal) and the Patiarch Emeritus 
(Michel Sabbah), the Vatican was 
announcing its formal recognition 
of the Palestinian State. By the end 
of the Conference the World As-
sembly of Pax Christi urged all 
United Nations member states to 
recognize the state of Palestine and 
ban Israeli settlements’ construction 
in the occupied territories. 
The settlements are one of a num-
ber of vexing issues which increas-
ingly impinge and constrict (“tighter 
and tighter”- as Ranier Mourra, co-
ordinator of Sumud Story House 
said at the concluding ceremony). 
Settlements cover every hill leading 
into and surrounding Bethlehem. 
The message is clear. Like the sepa-
ration wall (otherwise known as the 
apartheid wall) the settlements em-
phasise in impinging silence, the 
lack of ownership and freedom in 
their own land.   
The conference was steeped in the 
Real Politics of the Occupation in 
general and the realities of life in 

Bethlehem and the West Bank in 
particular. My own exposure in-
cluded two harsh realities: the Refu-
gee camps of Aida and Deisheh and 
the separation Wall.  
The camps have grown ramshackle 
in brick and cement (replacing origi-
nal tents) and growth upwards to 
accommodate burgeoning numbers 
since there is simply no lateral 
space. A common icon, most con-
spicuously forming the dramatic 
archway entrance to Aida camp, is 
the “key of return” the relic of a 
broken promise that the forced 
evacuation would be shortly re-
scinded and families be allowed to 
return. It took less than a year for 
the first Israeli Government to leg-
islate that assurance out of exis-
tence. At the entrance to this camp, 
adjacent on a wall mural is a list of 
the names of children (264) killed 
during the “Israeli massacre in Pal-
estine 2014” (Operation Protective 
Edge”.)  
I was struck by the drama of the 
opening remarks of Hamza, a social 
worker in his late twenties and a 3rd 
generation resident of Dheisheh. 
He simply said “ we are victims of 
hope”. This sense of making a 
choice, literally with backs to the 
wall, was echoed by another young 
Palestinian who declared that it was 
a choice between “me and (this) 
life”   
We learned later that this attitude of 
resistance is a creative cultural en-
terprise with a special name: Sumud 
(pronounced shumood). A short-
hand translation is steadfastness, 
but in reality it’s a whole cultural 
framework born of the pressures 
created by the occupation. It is a 
choice of life in the face of death. 
This theme of steadfast hope would 
rise again and again. It frames the 
work of Arab Education Institute 
(AEI) located in nearby Sumud 

Story House, which began life as a 
Palestinian NGO in 1986/87 in 
Bethlehem and is now an affiliate of 
Pax Christi International. Among of 
its core projects, the Institute has 
initiated the “Wall Museum” which 
is an ever growing series of large 
message posters – one per wall slab. 
The messages are words of women 
and youth, suffering, oppression 
and steadfastness, inner strength 
and cultural identity. The AEI can 
be found at www.aeicenter.org  
Fred Pase and I spent an afternoon 
before the conference exploring the 
9 metre high apartheid wall which 
winds its destructive way around 
Northern Bethlehem. At one point 
the wall surrounds 3 sides of the 
house of the family of Clare Anas-
tas with an armed watchtower very 
close by. The family was refused 
permission to access the roof to 
find cool relief after a hot day. The 
children were refused permission to 
play in the front yard. The family 
has since abandoned the house.  
The end of the Bethlehem confer-
ence was marked by both powerful 
wind up speeches and a final liturgy 
adjacent to the Wall. It was notable 
that the moving dignity of the 
opening ceremony made clear state-
ments, not of  hate towards Israel, 
but the call for justice: that Israel be 
held accountable for its actions. 
There was a call for Israel to “be 
the good place that it should be” 
As a parting ceremonial, we were 
each given two small olive wood 
crosses. We were asked to place one 
cross at the foot of the Wall. We 
were asked to bring the other cross 
home with us to keep, to remember 
and to be a call to action.  
*Israel/Palestine a Christian response to 
the conflict. 2012 Foundation Press.(non 
academic division of  Foundation Univer-
sity Press  

ROOTS  

I  cannot imagine myself to be away from this land. My parents are in the US and they always try to encourage and push me to join them in their freedom. As for me I do not know if that is the kind of freedom I’m looking for! 

My roots are here in Bethlehem . . . and my future is always here, in this Holy Land. I have my Palestin-

ian ID, my relatives, my house and my land. That no one in the world can uproot them.  

Odette, from Bethlehem 
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I 
 left Melbourne on May 8th. The trip 
was running smoothly until I reached 
Istanbul where I experienced a can-

celled flight and lost luggage.. 
Once in Israel, a Palestinian taxi driver took 
me as far as the checkpoint just around the 
corner from Bethlehem, saying “That’s life at 
a checkpoint” as he was not permitted to 
enter. My luggage arrived three days later 
thanks to the Pax Christi team. 
One morning Anna Farr from Pax Christi 
UK organised a group to go to the check-
point. I accepted the invitation. We wit-
nessed men and women line up, hoping to 
get work for that day, possibly for a very 
low-paid job. They had to take off their belts 
and shoes, and would return day after day, 
experiencing humiliation but still hoping. 
One of these men came over and spoke to 
us, “We live from day to day”, he said. He 
had been sacked over a minor question about 
his job. Consequently, no family member or 
relative of his is allowed to work in Israel. In 
spite of this, he welcomed us to his home for 
a meal.  I saw for the first time the wall that 
divides Israel and Palestine: nine metres high 
and two hundred and twenty five miles long. 
One hundred and twenty posters, “Dream of 
People,” erected by Friends of Pax Christi 
Palestine caught my eye. 
Sr. Sylvia from India, now working in Pales-
tine explained what had happened to create 
Palestine. She told me that after WWII the 
English presented a gift to the Jews. They 
drew a line through Palestine and called one 
part Israel. The Palestinian inhabitants of the 
new Israel were pushed off their land. The 
war that followed left 250,000 casualties. I 
visited two refugee camps that still harbour 
some of the survivors of that war.  
Memorable Moments 
A sad reflection on the rulers of the occupied 
state when Pax Christi International’s Secre-
tary General Jose Henriquez was refused a 
visa and had to return home without being 
part of the activities in Bethlehem. 
Freek Landmeter shared some of his group's 
statistics: Pax Christi Netherlands employs 
88 people in Holland and 14 abroad. At 
home there are 215 volunteers and the in-
come is 15.2m Euros! The government con-
sults with this amazing organisation. Daniel 
Tillias thanked Pax Christi Netherlands for 
helping them to start their first Pax Christi 
group in Haiti. 
I went for a walk along a beautiful laneway to 
the Church of the Nativity, where the little 
champ Jesus was born. There were visitors 
from every part of the world.. I attended a 
Russian Mass, then an Italian Rosary. Half 

way through those praying were told to keep 
moving to make room for more visitors… 
they were not impressed!  For die hard Chris-
tians this surely must be the Holy Grail of 
Christianity. The emotion and tears were a 
sight to behold. 
When I chose Ecological Justice as my Pilgrimage 
focus, I was reminded of the authors who 
had influenced me: 
 Fr Shaun McDonagh, who dreams that any-
one who dies for better topsoil, water or air, 
should be made a saint (Death of Life, pp109-
110). Other book titles include To care for the 
earth, and Greening of the Church. EF 
Schumacher, Small is Beautiful – a good work 
guide for the perplexed, Wendell Berry, What 
are people for and Geoff Lacey’s Sufficient for a 
day.  
 Other inspirational people have been Van-
dana Shiva, who recently gave a talk in Mel-
bourne “Soil not Oil”. 
In the general discussion my suggestion of appro-
priate technology saw small groups being 
formed with Mary P Young (USA), Simon 
Awad (Palestine) and Barbara McBride (NZ) 
who reminded me that ‘you are really push-
ing it for environmental saints!’ 
The Bethlehem Staff and Volunteers were given 
a standing ovation- well deserved! And the 
music by the Bethlehem Choir with dancing 
by the Baladna Group and music by Dr 
Souleiman Al Louisi, an oud player was very 
special. 
I went to a workshop walking with young peace-
makers. There I had the opportunity to speak 
about Fr Joseph Cardijn, the founder of the 
Young Christian Workers Movement (YCW) 
who had an enormous influence on my life. 
His See, Judge and Act in all things is truly 
revolutionary. 
We took part in a vigil at Manger Square to 
show our solidarity with the people of Pales-
tine. Another vigil involved singing as we 
walked along the wall "Peace before us, 
peace behind us, peace under our feet, peace 
within us, peace over us, let all around us be 
peace, love, light Alleluia." 
We attended Mass celebrated by Fr Joseph 
Nagle (USA) at Wi'am's Garden with the 
Wall in  view. It began with the offering of 
our sins: Here we are at the injustices of the wall; 
also my Church which doesn't treat women as equals 
with men; and some of whose members have not done 
the right thing by children. I am sorry. At lunch 
afterwards one of the congregation was dis-
agreeing with the priest's comments. I dis-
agreed with these sentiments and spoke of 
my admiration of the realities of love which 
the priest was able to bring out in the Gos-
pel. 

During another Mass in French and Spanish I 
read a booklet about the origins of the Pax 
Christi movement: Bishop Theas and 
Marthe-Dortel-Claudot were trying to help 
German people reintegrate into their society 
in a non-violent way. 
Finally, witnessing the presentation by the 
Colombian women of the 2015 Peace Prize. 
They work to promote an ethical transforma-
tion of Colombian society on the path to-
wards sustainable peace. What a memorable 
moment. 
On the other side of the Wall we met Israeli 
peacemakers: Rabbis for Human Rights, 
Physicians for Human Rights, the Israeli 
Committee Against House Demolitions (Jeff 
Haper and Sadaka Reut, a documentary film 
maker). My suggestion is to invite Jeff Haper 
to Australia to launch his new book. We 
would greatly benefit from his extensive 
knowledge of the situation in Palestine. Of 
the many reflections and prayers I would like 
to share an extract of this one 
Lord of Peace, we come to you in our need 
Create in us an awareness 
of the massive forces of violence and terrorism 
that threaten our world today. 
Grant us a sense of urgency 
to activate the forces of goodness, of justice, 
of love and of peace in our communities. 
Where there is armed conflict,  
let us stretch out our arms to our brothers and sisters. 
Where there is abundance and luxury, 
let there be simple lifestyle and sharing. 
Where there is poverty and misery, 
  let there be dignified living  
  and constant striving for just structures. 
Where there is selfish ambition,  
  let there be humble service. 
Where there is injustice,  
  let there be humble atonement. 
Where there is despair,  
  let there be hope in the good news. 
Where there are wounds of division,  
  let there be unity and wholeness. 
Where there are lies and deceit,  
  let your Truth set us all free. 
Where there are thoughts of vengeance,  
  let there be healing and forgiveness. 
Help us to be committed to the Gospel of peace. 
In spite of our differences in faith traditions and 
ethnic roots, teach us your spirit of mercy and com-
passion. 
For it is only in loving imitation of you, Lord of 
Peace, that we can discover the healing springs of life 
that will bring about new birth to our earth 
a new era of peace  
and a new harmony among all 
Forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Journey to the 70Journey to the 70Journey to the 70Journey to the 70Journey to the 70Journey to the 70Journey to the 70Journey to the 70thththththththth Anniversary of Peace Anniversary of Peace Anniversary of Peace Anniversary of Peace Anniversary of Peace Anniversary of Peace Anniversary of Peace Anniversary of Peace        
Reflection on Pax Christi Assembly 2,              by Fred Pase Reflection on Pax Christi Assembly 2,              by Fred Pase   
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I 
n my tiny, half-an-island country 
of Timor-Leste, cemeteries smell 
of jasmine and come to life on 

All Saints’ Day. Families have picnics 
and kids roam wild over the tomb-
stones. Here, stepping on somebody 
else’s family tombstones is not seen as 
an offense but as the norm; after all, 
since there isn’t enough land to hold so 
many graves, not stepping on one is 
impossible unless you have mastered 
levitation. 
We eat, drink and pray for our long-
gone relatives. We spend small fortunes 
rebuilding and redecorating our ceme-
tery plots. In my 13 years working and 
living in Timor-Leste, I’ve found that 
my compatriots smile and try to use hu-
mour to make the best of any situation -
a seeming light heartedness that masks 
the atrocities endured by so many of 
them, which have filled so many mass 
graves. 
Over several centuries, the people of 
Timor-Leste have experienced pro-
longed periods of war and armed con-
flict. This history consciously or uncon-
sciously shapes the way in which we 
Timorese relate to one another and to 
the natural resources upon which we 
depend for food and livelihoods. 
A turbulent past 
Timor-Leste was first invaded by Portu-
gal, then by Japan during World War II, 
then by Indonesia. When independence 
was restored in 2002, we became South-
east Asia’s youngest nation-state. 
As a result of the longstanding waves of 
conflict, it’s challenging for the 
Timorese people to invest in a sense of 
community. Due to relocation of entire 

villages to new places, the creation of 
new cities, the renaming of towns and 
landmarks, transmigration and the log-
ging of our forests, men and women 
have had to cope with shifting rules and 
norms about natural resource manage-
ment, especially who has rights and ac-

cess to coastal and forest areas. 
Most of the time, these natural areas 
could not cope with this increase in de-
mand for the services that they provide, 
such as water and food. Driven by fam-
ine, and lacking the local knowledge 
required to interact with these new envi-
ronments in a sustainable way, our peo-
ple overexploited most of the areas sur-
rounding the new settlements. 
People didn’t know better. Some of 
them had never before seen the ocean; 
others had never experienced the hail-
storms in the mountains that transverse 
Timor-Leste. Thrust into these new en-
vironments, much of their traditional 
knowledge that had been passed down 
for generations was suddenly irrelevant. 
This lack of local knowledge-the loss of 
our sacred connection to nature-
compounded the environmental prob-
lems we face today, including land deg-
radation, erosion and deforestation 
caused by increasing demand for fuel-
wood. 

The negative impacts we are seeing go 
beyond the usual suspects of armed 
conflict — beyond the napalm-bombed 
fields, beyond the Agent Orange-
sprayed hills. They have damaged the 
Timorese soul and spirit in ways we are 
only now coming to grips with. 
As I began this work, I realized that 
working with communities to protect 
what is sacred and dear to all Timorese 
would require the sharing of knowledge 
between them. So, building upon CI’s 
foundation of science, we have brought 
men and women, elderly and youth, in-
digenous leaders and government au-
thorities together to forge agreements 
about how to use and conserve our 
natural resources. Open dialogue is very 
challenging in Timor-Leste, given the 
history of mistrust and changing leader-
ship at all government levels. 
CI recognizes the need to instil good 
governance as a fundamental step in 
ensuring lasting conservation. The dia-
logues I facilitated helped men and 
women — new resource users and tradi-
tional users — to learn from each other, 
consider the other parties’ needs and 
come up with consensus-driven plans to 
reduce overexploitation. 
For example, in some areas, men agreed 
to ban certain fishing practices, while 
women and girls agreed to modify their 
gleaning practices of gathering marine 
and coastal resources during low tide. 
As a result, we helped three communi-
ties implement the first government-
approved co-management plan for the 
Nino Konis Santana National Park, with 
help from the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development’s Coral Triangle 

HOUSE DEMOLITION  
 

O 
ne day I went to the village of Al-Walajah west of Bethlehem accompanied by stu-
dents from France. We went there to visit families whose houses had been demol-
ished by Israeli soldiers. As we approached the small house, I saw a large heap of 

stones nearby that had once been a family home. The mother and the father welcomed us and 
the students started asking questions. The house looked so familiar. . . and then I discovered 
that the mother was one of my students whom I taught at the Bethlehem Secondary School 
for Girls. Oh poor Siham! She told us that her house had been demolished twice in one year. 
But it was built again by ICAHD ( Israeli Committee Against House Demolition) 
 

Jala’, Beit Sahour (Supported by Annemie de Boeck, Belgium) 

OLIVE HARVEST 

B 
ecause of the Wall the Israelis confiscated our 
land full of olive trees. We cannot cultivate it 
any more or build upon it. In the past we used 

to harvest the olives with all the family together, young 
and old. Schools were closed for a couple of days and 
everyone was on holiday. All the family went to the 
land and put down blankets under the trees. During 
the picking we sang traditional songs. We left a part of 
the olives for oil and salads, and the rest we kept. But 
now we are buying instead of selling oil because of the 
economic situation. 
Aida, from Bethlehem.  

Reconnecting with nature in the shadow of warReconnecting with nature in the shadow of warReconnecting with nature in the shadow of warReconnecting with nature in the shadow of warReconnecting with nature in the shadow of warReconnecting with nature in the shadow of warReconnecting with nature in the shadow of warReconnecting with nature in the shadow of war        
Rui PintoRui Pinto  
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Support Programme. 
The stories shared by community 
members within this dialogue in-
variably capture their experiences 
during times of conflict, as the af-
termath of war is believed to be the 
biggest driver for resource depletion 
in the nearby national park. CI con-
tinues to help communities build a 
more positive collective view of the 
present and improve local resource 
management for the sake of future 

community well-being. 
In the end, people need nature to 
thrive — perhaps now more than 
ever, in this era of dwindling re-
sources and changing climate. But 
the balancing act that is environ-
mental peacebuilding — bringing 
people together to sustainably man-
age their natural resources — re-
quires people to help one another, 
to share and grieve over the loss of 
the sacred, to re-kindle the old 

metaphors that mark the Timorese 
spirit: the forest, the wilderness, the 
strong and bountiful ocean. As we 
work toward rescuing these natural 
treasures, we will unconsciously 
save our souls in the process. 
Rui Pinto is the policy manager for CI 
Timor-Leste. Raised in Mozambique, 
Rui’s mother is Timorese; after Timor-
Leste declared independence, Rui moved to 
his mother’s homeland, where he has lived 
and worked ever since.  

         War vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and realityWar vs Islamic State: myth and reality            
Paul Rogers, 28 August 2015Paul Rogers, 28 August 2015Paul Rogers, 28 August 2015   

T 
he intense United States-led 
bombardment in Syria-Iraq 
is escalating. But how ef-

fective is it? 
During the last decade's Iraq war, 
the Pentagon practised 
“embedding” media personnel with 
United States armed forces in order 
to give the American public some-
thing approaching a frontline pic-
ture of their efforts. The great ma-
jority of the journalists involved 
came to identify with the troops 
they were living with, and in the 
main the Pentagon’s media manag-
ers were pleased with the result. 
After all, if a reporter filed what the 
Pentagon considered to be an un-
flattering view, then it would take 
steps not to repeat that particular 
“embedding” experience, perhaps 
making it near impossible for the 
professional concerned to work in 
the field without official access. 
A few journalists were independent 
from the start, Patrick Cockburn 
being a noted example. Their re-
ports often turned out to have given 
a much truer picture of the war, and 
how it was going wrong. In other 
cases, good reporting by embedded 
correspondents produced results 
that seemed reasonable to the Pen-
tagon, but which in hindsight took 
on a different cast. One example 
was when Pamela Constable, a 
highly experienced correspondent 
for the Washington Post, reported on 
a US marines' operation in the city 
of Fallujah in April 2004. 
A convoy taking supplies to a for-
ward base in the city was ambushed 
and came under severe assault, only 

getting out when a powerful force 
of marines moved in and fought for 
hours against the attackers. There 
were injuries but no deaths among 
the marines, but the level of opposi-
tion was a huge shock, The com-
mander subsequently called in AC-
130 gunships that devastated several 
blocks of the city in what Constable 
reported was a reprisal raid. 
At the time, the insurgents were 
widely considered to be terrorists, 
supporters of the Saddam Hussein 
regime and therefore somehow 
linked to the 9/11 attacks. Reprisals 
against terrorists were clearly 
deemed fair, with little understand-
ing of what killing civilians on a 
large scale might imply. At least, 
though, that action did come to 
light through Constable’s careful 
reporting. (see “Between Fallujah 
and Palestine", 22 April 2004) 
An intense campaign 
In the new air war against Islamic 
State in Iraq and Syria, the media 
environment is very different world. 
There is virtually no reporting in the 
western press of what is actually 
happening on the ground. Informa-
tion is sometimes forthcoming, 
though, in some of the military jour-
nals, and here a couple of interest-
ing recent indications of the impact 
of the air-war can be found.   
The first is a report in Air Force 
Times where members of B-1 
bomber crews of the 9th bomb 
squadron were interviewed (see 
“Inside the B1 crew that pounded 
ISIS with 1,800 bombs,” Air Force 
Times, 23 August 2015). Its context 
is the battle for the Kurdish town of 

Kobane in northern Syria in late 
2014. This was not central to the 
war against IS, but was more widely 
reported when the Kurds finally 
forced IS to withdraw. A few TV 
reports of the aftermath were 
broadcast, with some evidence that 
the town had been seriously dam-
aged in the attacks. Air Force Times 
fills in the details, not least that a 
third of all the bombs dropped in 
Iraq and Syria in the first five 
months of the war (August 2014-
January 2015) were dropped on Ko-
bane by the B-1 bombers, killing 
1,000 people. 
An airforce major says: “To be part of 
something, to go out and stomp those guys 
out, it was completely overwhelming and 
exciting”. An Islamic State source 
quoted by CNN comments: “They 
targeted everything. They even attacked 
motorcycles; they have not left a building 
standing, but God willing we will return 
and we will have our revenge multi-
plied.”  The battle for Kobani may 
have been won by the coalition, but 
there seems to be little left of the 
town. 
It seems to be common practice to 
destroy a truck or even a single mo-
torcycle with a 200-kilogram bomb 
dropped from altitude. This intense 
air war is now escalating, with the 
large airbase at Incirlik in southern 
Turkey - only 20 minutes flight-time 
from the war zone - now available 
to the US airforce (USAF). F-16 
strike aircraft moved to Incirlik 
from their base at Aviano, Italy with 
effect: “Hammering the Islamic State  
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group 24 hours a day." Brigadier-General 
Kevin Killea, one of the coalition 
commanders, commends Turkey for 
providing a “fantastic strategic location to 
fly from”. He continues: “The longer time 
on station, the ability for turnaround times - 
back to Incirlik and then back into the thea-
tre of operations - is an obvious advantage, 
not the least of which we have armed RPA 
[drones] out of Incirlik now, so that brings 
another punch to the fight.”   In the year of 
air-war to 21 August 2015, coalition 
aircraft and drones had released 
22,863 weapons. The availability of 
Incirlik makes the intensity likely to 
increase further. Even so, Islamic State 
appears successfully to have replaced 
its losses with new recruits, and even 
the air force acknowledges that the 

war will last for years. 
A sober reality 
An extra dimension is now being 
added to this picture. The Pentagon’s 
inspector-general is investigating 
claims that US defence-department 
officials have been skewing intelli-
gence outputs to present an over-
optimistic picture of the progress of 
the air-war, in contrast to some intelli-
gence agencies. The New York Times, 
for example, reports: “[Recent] intelli-
gence assessments, including some by Defence 
Intelligence Agency, paint a sober picture 
about how little the Islamic State has been 
weakened over the past year, according to 
officials with access to the classified assess-
ments. They said the documents conclude that 
the yearlong campaign has done little to di-

minish the ranks of the Islamic State’s com-
mitted fighters, and that the group over the 
last year has expanded its reach into North 
Africa and Central Asia.”   
Whatever the reality on the ground, 
what is clear is that the air-war has 
been furious and concentrated, and is 
going to expand further. In the case of 
Kobane at least, Islamic State fighters 
can be repulsed. But the damage, there 
and elsewhere, is appalling. Once 
again, the phrase of the Caledonian 
chieftain Calgacus, as recorded by the 
Roman historian Tacitus, comes to 
mind: “They make a desert and call it 
peace.” 
Paul Rogers is professor in the department of 
Peace Studies at Bradford University, north-
ern England.  Source from Open Democracy:  

The Great Wave Has BrokenThe Great Wave Has Broken  
Bill ClementsBill Clements  

We owe a cornfield respect, not because of 
itself, but because it is food for mankind. 
—Simone Weil, The Need for Roots 

I 
 used to frequent, in the mid-
1960s, a workers’ and students’ 
cafe in Higashiyama, Kyoto, and 

there wasn’t a lot of meat floating in 
my bowl of soup at lunchtime. Like 
everyone else, I learned to eat four to 
five bowls of rice at a sitting. When 
New Year, O-shogatsu, came round, I 
was invited by neighbours to partici-
pate in the making of o-mochi, beating 
the hell out of specially steamed rice 
with a wooden mallet, and so got to 
enjoy that New Year specialty for the 
very first time.  
O-mochi, these days, comes wrapped 
in plastic and is found in the local su-
permarket, all the labour and the con-
vivial pleasure that had once accompa-
nied its preparation gone. This year 
marks the 50th anniversary of my deci-
sion to study in Japan. Over these dec-
ades, when it comes to diet, there have 
been incredible changes. As true in 
Australia as in Japan. Burgers, bagels 
and baguettes weren’t around in our 
years. No fast food. 
As foreigners, learning to cook Japa-
nese style took time and a Lutheran 
pastor who lived near us introduced us 
to the book, The Art of Chinese Cooking, 
by the Benedictine Sisters of Peking, 
Catholic nuns who, forced to flee 
China after the Communist takeover in 

1949, ran a cooking school in Tokyo. 
Rice became central for us, replacing 
bread. I knew absolutely nothing about 
rice, its cultivation, its place in the cul-
tures of East Asia, the crafts and tradi-
tions associated with farming, the ar-
chitecture of farmhouses, and those 
Japanese farmers who worked the land, 
supplied the nation’s needs and did so 
despite wage disparity, putting rice in 
everyone’s bowl. 
These last twenty-seven years, we’ve 
lived a long way from the coast and city 
life, in the eastern wheat belt of Austra-
lia. My country is the South Asian gran-
ary, harvesting on average 23 million 
tonnes each year and, in a good year, 
producing enough rice to feed the 
population of Taiwan. It is one of the 
six wheat granaries of the world, coun-
tries that produce more than they can 
consume, the others being the United 
States, Canada, France, Argentina and 
Ukraine. Japan is our number one cus-
tomer, closely followed by Indonesia. 
The great rice-producing countries are 
Thailand, India, Vietnam, Pakistan, the 
United States, Myanmar and Cambodia. 
These years, as a result of economies of 
scale, a euphemism for work twice as 
hard on three to four times more land, 
there has been a noticeable decline in 
the rural population and a noticeable 
increase in the average age of farmers. 
This has led this artist to ask a few 
questions about the emptying out of 

rural regions in the rich countries, edu-
cate myself some, do some grain belt 
tourism. 
Is life in the country destined for life 
style options and museums? 
As the museums grow, so do cultural 
deserts. In fact, everywhere you choose 
to look in wealthy economies, it’s the 
same story. Japan’s rural population is 
down to 8%, Australia’s 11%. In less 
than one lifetime, Canada has moved 
from 1 in 3 Canadians living on a farm 
to 1 in 46, and during this time the 
population has tripled. The median age 
of all farm operators there is 54. And 
next door, it’s the same story. “The 
United States was founded as a nation 
of farmers.” Today there are over 313 
million people in the United States 
“and of that population less than 1% 
claim farming as an occupation.” (U.S. 
EPA Ag 101 demographic) (There are 
more people in jail in the U.S. than 
there are farmers.) In Europe, the exo-
dus was precipitated by war, but every-
where the results are the same. 
No one knew better than Miyazawa 
Kenji (1896–1933) that farming life was 
tough. He was the voice of the peasants 
of pre-war Japan. He shared the life of 
hardship and the sorrows of the people 
of his native Iwate Prefecture. 
for a while, dazed, they face the westerly sun, 
then busy again, bend their bodies 
and start bundling the piled millet. 
Beyond them, children laugh. 
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in a field the colour of ancient gold  
Well before the 2011 tsunami disaster 
with its loss of 19,000 people, its de-
bris-strewn fields and radioactive 
contamination of the soil, the social 
consequences of rural depopulation 
in Japan were alarming. Not surpris-
ingly, remembering the past, Japanese 
women were not anxious to live the 
lives of their grandmothers. During 
the bubble economy of the 1980s, 
tens of thousands of Chinese, 
Filipina and Korean women began 
entering the country to marry farmers 
who were no longer able to persuade 
Japanese women to share their de-
manding life style. During these 
years, Tokyo’s population blew out to 
35 million—that’s not a city; that’s a 
different country! That’s more people 
than inhabit Australia. 
Dealing with the aging demographic, 
farmers in Aomori and other rice 
producing regions turned to art. The 
images, among many, are of the 
Great Wave Breaking of Katsushika 
Hokusai; a samurai charging through 
the ripening rice, comically ‘lopping’ 
heads of rice instead of farmers’ 
heads; characters from a popular TV 
period drama called Love! (farmers 
have a sense of humour), and a scare-
crow golfer playing a shot (golf 
courses have been eating up the land 
for decades and golf is a rich man’s 
sport).  
Hanging over the heads of the aging 
farmers are free trade agreements 

which, if they allow grain imports, 
will mean finis, sayonara, o-yasumi… 
Well, the great wave is breaking. The 
earth’s population is estimated to 
grow from 7 billion today to 11 bil-
lion in 2100. Sixty percent of this 
population will live in cities. The 
pressure on food supplies, health care 
and social cohesion will increase. 
Wheat imports will have to double in 
North Africa, the Middle East, Sub-
Saharan Africa, Indonesia, the Philip-
pines, Brazil, Mexico, India and 
China. Food production will have to 
increase by 70% to meet demand. 
(FAO World agriculture towards 
2030/2050.) ...[The] world woke up 
to a food crisis as prices soared to the 
highest ever recorded. With global 
stocks at their lowest in 30 years, 
many countries scrambled in vain to 
secure enough food to feed their 
populations. By 2009 an additional 80 
million people were pushed into hun-
ger... (Centre for Policy Develop-
ment) 
People seeking political refuge or a 
better life have begun to arrive unin-
vited at the tables, so to speak, of the 
low birth-rate, rich nations. Now, 
there’s a glut of grain on world mar-
kets, enough to feed everyone on the 
planet, not that we do that by a long 
shot. You can live right next door to 
well-fed fat cats and have children  
suffer from malnutrition—
exemplified by Timor-Leste and Aus-
tralia. Around 800 million of us go to 

bed hungry every night. Just as the 
world was waking up to the reality of 
climate change and its as yet unquan-
tifiable effects on agriculture and 
food scarcity, writers were turning 
their attention and ours to the twenti-
eth century, during which 70 million 
people died from man-made famines. 
Coincidentally, more or less around 
the same time, out came Madhusree 
Mukerjee’s Churchill’s Secret War, the 
story of the 1943 Bengal famine; 
Tom Keneally’s Three Famines; and 
Yang Shiheng’s Tombstone: The Untold 
Story of Mao’s Great Famine. Fifty years 
later, that last famine of 1958-62 in 
which between 36 and 45 million 
men, women and children died, is 
treated by the Chinese government as 
a natural disaster. Yang Shiheng’s 
hugely important and disturbing 
book, the first by a Chinese scholar 
with access to state documents, can-
not be sold in China. 
We can’t say we weren’t warned. Au-
gust 2014 saw the 75th anniversary of 
The Wizard of Oz, the story of a 
weather event in the wheat belt of 
Kansas that landed Dorothy and her 
dog Toto in the company of the 
straw man who had no brain, the tin 
man who had no heart and the cow-
ardly lion. 
Worth thinking about.?? 
Bill Clements  is an artist and member of 
Pax Christi New South Wales. 
 

August 13, 2015 

I 
f you follow the Western me-
dia, the news from Iraq is al-
most always bad. A quarter 

century of war, including 13 years of 
brutal sanctions, invasion, war, a no 
less brutal eight-year occupation, an 
externally imposed, undemocratic and 
repressive government, and now the 
attempt by the Islamic State to re-
make Iraq in its image — all have 
resulted in millions of deaths, and the 
toll keeps rising. “Such a bruised 
country,” declares Indian journalist 
Vijay Prashad in his foreword to 
“Against all Odds, Voices of 
Popular Struggle in Iraq.” “No 
society can withstand such pressure.” 

Yet there is another side to the story 
of Iraq, one that has been rendered 
all but invisible in the media, which 
seem to have no room for the words 
“hope” and “Iraq” in the same sen-
tence. In February of 2011, in the 
wake of the Arab Spring, the hunger 
for a better future for Iraq — a hun-
ger that had been repressed but never 
suppressed — arose again in force in 
cities across the ravaged country, in 
the form of a decentralized mass 
nonviolent protest movement. 
“Against All Odds” is the story of 
that movement, told in part by War 
Resisters League organizer and writer 
Ali Issa, and in part by eight leaders 
of different segments of that move-

ment. 
Issa’s reports cover the first, intoxi-
cating re-awakening of protest in 
Iraq, beginning with weekly sit-ins on 
Fridays, dubbed Iraq’s “Days of 
Rage.” Demonstrators had a wide-
ranging list of goals, from better gov-
ernment services, like reliable electric-
ity, to release of political prisoners. 
But constant and over-arching were 
the demands for an end to the U.S. 
occupation — which had been prom-
ised for the end of the year — and 
the Iraq people’s rejection of both the 
artificial and undemocratic structure 
of the U.S.-imposed government un-
der then-President Nouri al-Maliki 
and the handover of Iraq’s national-

The whole world should be watchingThe whole world should be watching  

Voices of Popular Struggle in Iraq.               Judith Mahoney PasternakVoices of Popular Struggle in Iraq.               Judith Mahoney Pasternak  
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nationalized oil industry to foreign 
(read U.S.) corporations that the gov-
ernment proposed. The grassroots 
groups that emerged during the pro-
tests were diverse as well, from trade 
unions, which were not legal at the 
time, to the Organization of 
Women’s Freedom in Iraq and the 
Popular Movement to Save Iraq. 
Prominent in the Popular Movement 
were the al-Zaidi brothers, organizers 
Uday and Thurgham and journalist 
Muntazar, known worldwide as the 
man who threw a shoe at then-U.S. 
President George W. Bush in 2008. 
The government used every means at 
its disposal to halt the protests, in-
cluding — but not limited to — tear-
gassing and shooting into the crowds, 
but with no success. In June, 
Thurgham al-Zaidi was seized and 
held incommunicado; the irrepressi-
ble movement responded by calling 
demonstrations specifically demand-
ing his freedom. A week later, he was 
released, alive if not quite unharmed. 
His brother Uday quoted him as as-
serting that he would bring his young 
son to the next Friday protest to 
prove to President Maliki that, “if 
you kill the big ones, the little ones 
are coming after you.” In November 
2011, the Organization of Women’s 
Freedom sent a moving message to 
Occupy Wall Street, declaring that 
Iraqis “eagerly follow your progress 
… as our enemy is one … Long live 
the struggles of the 99 percent, and 
down with the 1 percent!” 
The first interview of the eight that 
make up the main part of “Against 
All Odds,” with Uday al-Zaidi, re-
flects the optimism and energy of 
that moment. On June 9, 2011, he 
told Issa, hopefully, that the sit-ins 
called for June 7-10 would mark “the 
end of Iraq’s present period, the reign 
of the occupation and its enablers.” 

The occupation ended, at least for-
mally, more or less on schedule, and 
the oil re-privatization proposal was 
repeatedly voted down by the Iraqi 
parliament. But Iraq’s crisis was not 
over. A year later, Hashmeya Muhsin 
al-Saadawi, president of Iraq’s Elec-
trical Utility Workers Union, talked 
about the ongoing fights for true le-
gal status for unions, as well as for 
reliable electric power for all Iraqis 
— and for an end to the U.S.-
imposed sectarian government struc-
ture. Journalist Greg Muttitt made it 
clear that multinational corporations 
were still — albeit illegally — operat-
ing the country’s oil industry. 
Mass protests surged again late in 
2012. Again, they were met with at-
tacks by government forces. By 2013, 
Iraq had “disappeared from public 
discourse,” declared journalist Ah-
med Habib, “buried under the rubble 
of its own destruction.” But people 
continued to work for more democ-
racy and even to save Iraq’s environ-
ment. “Our civil society is taking 
baby steps, but it is stumbling,” 
Nadia al-Baghdadi of the Save the 
Tigris and Marshes Campaign told 
Issa, but she went on to describe a 
well-coordinated and at least partially 
successful effort to block construc-
tion of a dam across the border in 
Turkey. 
And then came another blow: the rise 
of the Islamic State, which several of 
those interviewed here blame on the 
sectarian government imposed by the 
occupation. In September of 2014, 
Jannat Alghezzi of the Organization 
of Women’s Freedom, said, at that 
moment, “Government militias con-
trol half the country, and men with a 
hyper-reactionary religious vision 
control the other half. That leaves us, 
the secular ones, the civil society or-
ganizers, trapped between … [The 

future is looking bleak.” 
Yet Alghezzi’s presence in this book, 
along with other voices from the Or-
ganization of Women’s Freedom and 
al-Saadawi, testifies both to the vital-
ity of the popular movements and to 
the blindness of the outside world to 
what is really going on in Iraq. 
Women are working side by side with 
men to free their country. 
That’s just one of the lessons of 
“Against All Odds.” There are many, 
although the book would have bene-
fited greatly by including a clear chro-
nology of Iraq since the Gulf War. 
That said, what hope is there for the 
movements documented here? It’s 
hard to say, but as this review was 
being written, two startling photos 
appeared on the front page of the 
New York Times, along with an equally 
startling headline. Both pictures 
showed immense crowds in Bagh-
dad’s Tahrir Square, and the headline 
declared, “Premier Haider al-Abadi, 
Facing Protests, Proposes Iraqi Gov-
ernment Overhaul.” The story went 
on to explain that al-Abadi was plan-
ning at last to dismantle Iraq’s un-
democratic government structure, 
just as the popular movements have 
demanded since 2011. 
Yes, what the future holds for belea-
guered Iraq remains an open ques-
tion, and the fight for a better one 
remains a struggle “against all odds.” 
But what is certain is that that future 
will be better if more of the world is 
watching the effort. This book is a 
good and much-needed start. 
Judith Mahoney Pasternak is a Paris-based 
writer and journalist. She edited the Non-
violent Activist, the magazine of the War 
Resisters League, for 10 years and served on 
the WRL board for another five, until 
2010.  
From “Waging Non– Violence” 
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O 
ver 50 Pax Christi members 
and friends from Victoria, 
New South Wales, Queen-

sland and New Zealand gathered for 
the Pax Christi National Conference 
in Melbourne in the last week-end in 
August. 
Dr Wes Campbell challenged us at 
the beginning of the conference: Do 
not resign yourselves to war. Where there are 
voices urging us to accept war as normal, we 
are offered a different and costly vision in the 
service of peace, involving at least as much 
skill as those warriors who wield the sword, 
bayonet and missile. Wes urged us to 
diagnose the urge to war as a symptom of a 
deep rift between ourselves and the Creator 
of all. That takes us to the ‘character of 
God’ and the prophetic vision of peace for all 
life on the planet!  He reminded us that 
the World Council of Churches in its 
first meeting in 1948 has committed 
to live without the protection of weapons.   
Wes traced the history of non vio-
lence in the Christian community and 
how war came to be justified once 
the church formed an alliance with 
the forces of empire.  The church  
was drawn into global conflicts, ac-
cepting the violence, and offering 
theological justification for its partici-
pation in and support of warfare.  He 
reminded us of those who have stood 
against war and violence; Gandhi, 
Martin Luther King, non violent ob-
jectors to the Vietnam war. 
Fr. Brian Johnstone in his paper 
warned that we have to consider The 
Exceptional Case, the situation where 
violent resistance seems to be the 
only possible option. Resistance to 
Hitler in WW2 comes to mind.  
Merrill Kitchen led us through a chal-
lenging bible study on the meaning of 
peace and non violence in God’s 

reign. She revealed that Nazareth 
where Jesus grew up was a refugee 
settlement.  Did Jesus grow up in a 
refugee camp?  Was this why they 
said: Can any good thing come out of 
Nazareth. 
Professor Tilman  Ruff, one of the 
founders of the International Cam-
paign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICAN), reminded us of the ongoing 

challenge of nuclear proliferation but 
has good news on the campaign for 
an international treaty to ban nuclear 
weapons, which is being supported 
by more and more countries but not 
unfortunately by Australia, the US 
and the UK.  
A panel of young activists lead by 
long time Quaker activist Dale Hess 
give us some striking example of liv-
ing a World Without Weapons.  We 
heard form Jessica Morison who has 
just returned from a time with Chris-
tian Peacemakers on the divide be-
tween Israel and Palestine.  Jasmine 
Pilbrow described her experience in 
standing up on a plane about to take 
off because there was a refugee being 
forcibly despaired on board. She re-
fused to sit down until he was taken 
off.  Claude Mostowik told of his 
experiences in  sit ins in politicians 

offices with “Love Makes A Way.  
Sarah Williams had a fascinating ex-
perience of working through the arts 
with Sudanese refugees.. Simon 
Reeves told of non violent action at 
the military facility at Queenscliff 
The conference broke into four 
groups to consider particular possi-
bilities for action:  
What concrete steps can Pax Christi 
take at this time in response to:  
♦ Australia’s participation in foreign 

military interventions? 
♦ What can Pax Christi do in Aus-

tralia to promote a theologically 
and ethically informed discussion 
around the possession, use and 
threatened use of nuclear weap-
ons? 

♦ Should Pax Christi be more 
forceful in requesting religious 
and political leaders to address 
these questions of use and threat-
ened use of weapons? 

♦ Should Pax Christi take an initia-
tive to promote an ecumenical 
and /or interfaith discussion on 
these issues? If so. How, When, 
in collaboration with whom? 

Responses included 
♦ Link Nukes to Climate Change 
♦ Churches to lead Anti Nuclear 

Divestment from Nuclear Weap-
ons Industry 

♦ Pax Christi address 30 parishes? 
♦ reconsider using blog system 
♦ Seek out young people. 
♦ need to resonate clearly– A 

World without Weapons to 
young people 

An ecumenical Eucharist completed 
the day. 
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NOTICE BOARD 

Anzac Centenary Peace Coalition  

Presented by Pax Christi Victoria  

Peace in Australia  

The untold story 
 

FROM MILITARY SECURITY  

TO HUMAN SECURITY 
 

BEYOND THE COLD WAR  

& WAR ON TERROR 
 

THE ROAD WE MUST TRAVEL  

Professor Joseph Camilleri  

in conversation with 

Prof Jacqui True,  

Monash University. 

Prof Robyn Eckersley,  

Melbourne University  

A/Prof Marianne Hanson 

University of Queensland  
 

Monday 26 October 2015 

7.00 pm – 9.30 pm 

Unitarian Peace Memorial Church 

110 Grey Street, East Melbourne 

 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
Pax Christi Meetings 

We normally meet on the First 
Monday of each month at 
6.00pm for shared meal that 
members bring and the meeting 
follows at 6.30 pm. 
Contact:  Claude Mostowik 
(02) 9550 3845 or 0411 450 953 
The venue:  MSC Justice and 
Peace Centre, 21 Swanson 
Street, Erskineville.   2 minutes 
walk from Erskineville Station 

 
QUEENSLAND 

Pax Christi Meetings 
Pax Christi Queensland 

Branch meets monthly. 
Contact: 

Pancras Jordan OP 
0415 461 620 

panjordan@yahoo.com 
 

Clare Cooke SSpS 
mccl@holy.spirit.com.au 

 
VICTORIA 

Agapes and Public Forums 
 

Y ou are invited to  

THE OCTOBER AGAPE 

 
 

Racism is intensifying in the Australian 

Community  

This is an opportunity to hear of con-

crete attempts to undo racism through 

one of the historic peace churches  
 

Sunday October 18  
    

at St John’s Uniting Church, cnr 

Glenhuntly Rd and  Foster St.  

Elsternwick 

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF 

LOCATION    

12.30 for 1 p.m. 
 

We will begin after a SHARED 
MEAL and finish around  3.30 p.m.   

BRING FOOD TO SHARE 
 

ALL WELCOME 

Undoing RacismUndoing RacismUndoing RacismUndoing Racism    
through the Mennonite Anti-

Racism Programme 

Valentina Satvedi 
 

Valentina has served with the 

Mennonite Central Commit-

tee's Anti-Racism Programme 

and  

Christian Peacemaker Teams 

NOTICE BOARD 

Pax Christi National Council 
Meets on Skype no less 

than bimonthly 
for issues of national import  

Contact: 

02 9550 3845 
0411 450 953 

I/We wish to apply for or renew membership of the International Christian Peace 
 Movement  -  Pax Christi Australia.   (Membership is from January to December) 

(Please tick box if you wish to receive your copy of Disarming Times by e-mail) 

Name............................................................................................... Address.................................................... 

 
................................................................................................P’code.............Phone......................................... 
 

Email............................................................................................... Mobile................................................ 
 
ENCLOSED  $...............  (Single $35;  Low income $20;  Family  $45) 
Please return to:  Your State Branch Treasurer   (See address on Page 2) 

Pax Christi Victoria Pax Christi Victoria Pax Christi Victoria    
Annual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meetingAnnual meeting            

   

Sunday 15 NovemberSunday 15 NovemberSunday 15 November   

Kildara CentreKildara CentreKildara Centre   

1 p.m. Shared lunch1 p.m. Shared lunch1 p.m. Shared lunch   

2 p.m.  Annual Meeting 2 p.m.  Annual Meeting 2 p.m.  Annual Meeting    


