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 GENERAL 
 

 

Pax Christi International Regional 

Workshop for the Middle East 

 

Pax Christi International is planning a 

regional workshop for the Middle East in 

Amman, Jordan, from 12 – 14 

December 2012. The theme of the 

workshop is “Deepening Partnerships for 

Peace in the Middle East in the Context 

of the Arab Spring.” The workshop will 

discuss the best practices and lessons 

learned from the Spring Revolutions and 

reflect on Living our Differences: 

Confronting Violence and Diversity. A 

session on international advocacy and 

strengthening the network in the region 

is also part of the agenda. On 12 

December, participants will visit 

refugees from Syria and Iraq and meet 

with leaders from different religions and 

churches. Participants are from Jordan, 

Palestine, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, Iraq, 

Netherlands, Germany, Austria, United 

Kingdom, Belgium, Italy, Croatia, USA 

and India. On 15 – 16 December, Marie 

Dennis, Co-President, and José 

Henriquez, Secretary General will travel 

to Jerusalem to meet with H.B. Michel 

Sabbah, former President of Pax Christi 

International, and Israeli peace and 

human rights activists. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 AFRICA 
 

 

Pax Christi International Peace Award to 

Archbishop John Onaiyekan 

 

Pax Christi International awarded His 

Grace, Archbishop Dr John Onaiyekan 

with its Annual Peace Award for his 

efforts in promoting understanding 

between people of different faiths 

through dialogue in Africa, especially in 

Nigeria. The Award Ceremony took 

place in Mechelen, Belgium on 31 

October 2012.  

 

The acceptance speech of Archbishop 

John Onaiyekan is available in English 

and Dutch. The introductory speech 

given by Marie Dennis can be seen 

here, and the speech given by Bishop 

Kevin Dowling can be read in English 

and German.  There is also a press 

release available in English, French, and 

German.  The Nigerian Press can be 

read Nigerian Press and the Vatican 

Press. ■ 

 

The European Network for Central Africa 

(EurAc) Calls on the EU to Put Pressure 

on Rwanda and Uganda to Stop Support 

of the M23 Rebels 

 

The European Network for Central Africa 

(EurAc) and its member organisations 

including Pax Christi International, 

welcomed the European Union's 

condemnation, after the meeting of the 

Foreign Affairs Council on 19 November 

2012, of the M23 rebel group and other 

http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0469-en-af-HS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0469-nl-af-HS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0467-en-gl-NT.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0308-en-gl-IS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0308-de-gl-IS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0465-en-af-PB.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0465-fr-af-PB.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0465-de-af-PB.pdf
http://premiumtimesng.com/news/104766-onaiyekan-becomes-cardinal-as-jonathan-congratulates-him.html
http://www.zenit.org/article-35901?l=english
http://www.zenit.org/article-35901?l=english
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rebel groups responsible for the serious 

deterioration of the security situation in 

North Kivu. The EU expressed its desire to 

support the creation of both an African 

Union Special Envoy and a United 

Nations Special Representative, with the 

latter having to facilitate regional 

dialogue. The statement issued by EurAc 

is available in English and French. ■ 

 
 

 AMERICAS AND CARIBBEAN 
 

 

The Danger of Drones and Remote 

Control Warfare 

 

On 16 November 2012, Pax Christi USA 

members gathered for the annual 

School of the Americas Vigil and Action 

in Columbus. The programme included 

prayer, music, inspiring speakers and 

more. The event was open to the 

general public and was entitled: The 

Danger of Drones and Remote Control 

Warfare. 

  

The CIA and U.S. armed forces have 

used drones – unmanned aerial devices 

– for surveillance, bombings, and 

assassinations in Pakistan and in the war 

in Afghanistan. These devices perform 

combat missions in these countries while 

being flown by those who are far 

removed from the realities on the 

ground. The drone attacks have 

devastating consequences for the 

citizens of Afghanistan and Pakistan. 

Although exact figures on casualties are 

impossible due to the secrecy of the 

programme, the strikes have 

dramatically increased since President 

Obama took office. Estimates are that 

for every militant target killed, 10 

innocent people have died. These 

deaths are having an adverse effect: 

rather than making people feel more 

secure, they fuel anti-American 

sentiments and help recruiters of terrorist 

groups. ■ 

 

News from Justice and Peace 

Commission in Haiti 

 

The Commission Episcopale Nationale 

Justice et Paix, a Member Organisation 

of Pax Christi International in Haiti, 

published its report about violence in 

the metropolitan zone of the capital, 

Port au Prince. This is their 44th report on 

this subject and covers the period of 

July through September 2012. For more 

information, the document can be read 

in French. ■ 

 
 

 ASIA - PACIFIC 
 

 

Letter of Concern on West Papua 

 

On 30 October 2012, the President of 

Pax Christi Australia, Claude Mostowik, 

sent a letter of concern regarding the 

on-going repression and oppression of 

the West Papuan by the Indonesian 

military forces, some who have been 

trained in Australia. Pax Christi Australia 

is also concerned with the apparent 

silence on this serious issue. The letter 

can be read here. ■ 

 

http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0515-en-af-GE.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0515-fr-af-GE.pdf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001uBI9fZZL-mQ1fyxhcPdL82r9yzLyyaSB7ONoYug7v5r7JdZULMcgsWXBDNMVtcusZVDFIeEg6FIvzBZYQpe1sxn83oZDtDQcl_G0GR22_BzGVnPho0Gdyk-v8fgTOIphaDY2teB5wpuuvuTn5hqachK_r43AsuHZVfmKSFztJgw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001uBI9fZZL-mQ1fyxhcPdL82r9yzLyyaSB7ONoYug7v5r7JdZULMcgsWXBDNMVtcusZVDFIeEg6FIvzBZYQpe1sxn83oZDtDQcl_G0GR22_BzGVnPho0Gdyk-v8fgTOIphaDY2teB5wpuuvuTn5hqachK_r43AsuHZVfmKSFztJgw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001uBI9fZZL-mQ1fyxhcPdL82r9yzLyyaSB7ONoYug7v5r7JdZULMcgsWXBDNMVtcusZVDFIeEg6FIvzBZYQpe1sxn83oZDtDQcl_G0GR22_BzGVnPho0Gdyk-v8fgTOIphaDY2teB5wpuuvuTn5hqachK_r43AsuHZVfmKSFztJgw=
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0505-fr-am-HS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0475-en-ap-HS.pdf
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Spirit of Justice, Compassion and 

Fraternal Love in Thailand 

 

The Justice and Peace Commission in 

Thailand issued a Pastoral Message on 

Human Rights Day. The third Sunday of 

November is dedicated as the Human 

Rights Day of the Church in Thailand. 

This year the focus was on the three 

essential spirits of Christian living: justice, 

compassion, and fraternal love. They 

hope to inspire others to reflect on these 

three spirits along with the social 

teachings of the Church and see their 

application in daily life. Read the entire 

message. ■ 

 

Exchange of Views on Human Rights in 

Pakistan 

 

An exchange of views on human rights 

in Pakistan was organised by the 

European Parliament and occurred in 

Brussels on 28 November 2012. Peter 

Jacob of the National Commission for 

Justice and Peace, a Member 

Organisation of Pax Christi International, 

spoke on religious rights issues and 

religious freedom. ■  

 

Letter to the Mission of India to the UN in 

Support of Palestinian UN Membership 

 

Fr. Charles Irudayam of the National 

Commission for Justice, Peace and 

Development of India, a Member 

Organisation of Pax Christi International, 

wrote a letter to the Ambassador of the 

Mission of India to the United Nations 

expressing happiness after learning of 

the Missions’ support of diplomacy and 

dialogue as the only viable road to 

resolution in Israel and Palestine. The 

Mission is also in support of Palestine 

gaining recognition by the UN. The 

complete letter is available here. ■  

 
 

 MIDDLE EAST 
 

 

Christian Development and Peace 

Groups Call on Europe to Act Urgently  

Against Escalation of Gaza Violence 

 

Three international Christian 

development and peace groups called 

on the EU and its Member States to use 

their influence for a ceasefire in Gaza 

and Southern Israel, where escalating 

violence was once again putting 

civilians at risk. Four years after 

“Operation Cast Lead," Israel engaged 

in a new military operation against 

Gaza, following the Israeli air force’s 

assassination of a Hamas leader and 

the firing of rockets into southern Israel 

by Gaza militants. The APRODEV 

network of development organisations 

related to the World Council of 

Churches, the CIDSE alliance of 

Catholic development agencies, and 

Pax Christi International, issued a joint 

press release on 19 November 2012, 

which is available in English and 

German. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0490-en-gl-AC.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0520-en-me-HR.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0510-en-me-HS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0510-de-me-HS.pdf
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Stop the Killings! 

 

Several Member Organisations of Pax 

Christi International expressed their 

concern about the on-going violence in 

Gaza and the South of Israel. On 15 

November 2012, Wiltrud Rösch-Metzler, 

Vice President of Pax Christi Germany 

was interviewed on Radio Vaticana. 

More information the interview can be 

found here. The Arab Educational 

Institute also issued a statement on 19 

November 2012 which can be found on 

their website. ■ 

 

EAPPI’s 10th Anniversary 

 

To 10th anniversary of the Ecumenical 

Accompaniment Programme in 

Palestine & Israel (EAPPI) was 

celebrated with an ecumenical service 

followed by a photo exhibition. In the 

last 10-years, the EAPPI brought 1000 

Ecumenical Accompaniers from 25 

countries to support Palestinians and 

Israelis working for justice and peace. 

Pax Christi International assisted in the 

creation of EAPPI in 2002 and several 

individuals from Pax Christi Member 

Organisations participated in the 

programme. The event was held in 

Jerusalem on 3 November 2012. José 

Henriquez, Secretary General, sent a 

letter of congratulations and solidarity. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Community Leaders Urge EU to 

Support Palestinian UN Membership 

 

100 Christian community leaders in 

Palestine issued a statement declaring 

the Israeli occupation of Palestine a sin 

against God and humanity. They 

believe that ending Israeli occupation is 

the “only way for Palestinians, Christians, 

and Muslim to enjoy a life of prosperity 

and progress.” The Christian community 

leaders believe that the Palestine 

Liberation Organisation’s initiative to 

promote Palestine to an Observer State 

in the UN will get Palestine one step 

closer to freedom from Israeli 

occupation. H.B. Michel Sabbah, former 

President of Pax Christi International, 

signed the statement. Please read the 

full statement in English. ■ 

 

Pax Christi International calls for more 

effective action against settlements 

 

Since 1967, Israel has occupied 

Palestinian territories and has committed 

gross violations of human rights and 

humanitarian law. Pax Christi 

International supports the call of the 

United Nations Special Rapporteur 

Richard Falk for a boycott of Israeli 

settlement products, as well as of 

international businesses that profit from 

settlements on Palestinian lands, until 

the enterprises bring their operations up 

to par with international human rights 

standards and humanitarian law. The 

press release can be read in English and 

German. ■ 

 

http://www.paxchristi.de/
http://www.aeicenter.org/
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0456-en-me-NT.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0506-en-me-HR.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0502-en-me-HS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0502-de-me-HS.pdf
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Letter to Congress on US Military Aid to 

Israel from Maryknoll 

 

In a recent letter to Congress, Kathy 

McNeely of the Maryknoll Office for 

Global Concerns, a Member 

organisation of Pax Christi International, 

urged the U.S. to investigate possible 

human rights and weapons violations by 

the government of Israel. The letter is 

available on their website. ■ 

 

Call for Palestinian Support from Pax 

Christi Australia 

 

Since 1967, Israel has Pax Christi 

Australia sent a letter to Australian 

Senator Bob Carr to share its concern 

about the unequivocal support given to 

Israel by the Australian government. Pax 

Christi Australia calls for the government 

to condemn the recent Israeli actions 

against Palestinians in Gaza. They are 

concerned that the government is 

giving Australians the impression that 

Israel is the innocent victim of Hamas’ 

rockets, when in reality the attack was 

sparked by the assassination of Ahmed 

al Jabari. The full letter is available here.  

 

Statement by Christian and Church 

Leaders on the Situation in Gaza 

 

The National Coalition of Christian 

Organisations in Palestine issued a 

statement on the situation in Gaza on 

the 19th of November. The statement 

appeals to those supportive of peace to 

work with their governments and citizens 

to stop the destruction in Gaza. 

The statement also shares the belief that 

the cause of the violence is the 

continuing Israeli occupation and the 

restrictions imposed by the Israeli 

authorities in the Gaza Strip. Among the 

signatories are H.B. Michel Sabbah, 

former President of Pax Christi 

International, and the Arab Educational 

Institute, a Member Organization of Pax 

Christi International in Palestine. The 

entire statement is available in English. ■ 

 

Response to Pax Christi International on 

Syria from UN Secretary General, Ban Ki-

moon 

 

Last month, Pax Christi International sent 

a letter to the Secretary General of the 

UN, Ban Ki-moon, rejecting violence 

within Syria and reiterating the 

importance of dialogue in peace 

processes. In a letter of response 

addressed to the Co-Presidents and 

Secretary General of Pax Christi 

International, His Excellency Ban Ki-

moon highlighted the plight of civilians 

in Syria and mentioned the urgent need 

to find a political solution to this crisis. 

The response can be read here. ■ 

 

Syria Forms a National Coalition of 

Opposition Forces 

 

On 10 November 2012, the various 

factions within the opposition in Syria 

formed the Syrian National Coalition for 

the Forces of the Opposition and the 

Revolution. In a statement, IKV Pax 

Christi said this was a crucial step 

towards unification of the rebel forces 

http://www.maryknollogc.org/article/mogc-signs-letter-congress-us-military-aid-israel
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0514-en-me-HR.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0516-en-me-HR.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0416-en-me-PB.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0480-en-me-HS.pdf
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and is what foreign powers have been 

waiting for. It is of the utmost 

importance that this coalition gains the 

respect and recognition of the 

international community. The EU, and 

other powers, can no longer take issue 

with the divisions within the Syrian 

revolution. There is now hope and 

security for the Syrian people. Read the 

full statement in Syria Alert Issue IX. ■ 

 

How to Protect Civilians in Syria? 

 

On 5 December 2012, the European 

Union office of the Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung 

together with IKV Pax Christi Netherlands 

organised a closed workshop titled "The 

Responsibility to Protect in Syria - What 

Can the European Union Do?” Invitees 

included representatives from the 

European Union Action Service, the 

European parliament, as well as NGOs 

and think tanks who deal with the issue.  

Members of the Syrian opposition were 

also invited to speak. Policy 

recommendations were formulated at 

this workshop. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 EUROPE 
 

 

Between Eagles and Stars: on Identity in 

Kosovo 

 

IKV Pax Christi Netherlands held a 

“BalkanBorrel,” organized in co-

operation with Our Future Network and 

with the Dutch United Nations Student 

Association that took place on 29 

November 2012 in Utrecht. Participants 

elaborated on the question of identity in 

Kosovo. How should policy-makers and 

peace-builders deal with the ethnic 

question? A lecture has been given by 

Mr. Hajrulla Ceku, professor of political 

science at Universum College in Pristina. 

More information is available via email.  

 

EU External Action: Longer-Term 

Scenarios and Opportunities for Reform 

 

EPLO, the European Peace Building 

Network of which Pax Christi 

International is a member, held a 

roundtable on the EU and External 

Action on 23 November 2012. This 

provided the platform for stakeholders, 

including civil society, the Peace 

building community, EU officials from the 

EEAS, academics, and representatives 

of Member States, to discuss the future 

of EU external action, Joint 

Communication on the Comprehensive 

Approach, longer-term scenarios, and 

recommendations for reform. Astrid 

Schrama of IKV Pax Christi and Fr. Paul 

Lansu of the International Secretariat 

attended this event. ■ 

http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0503-en-me-CT.pdf
mailto:balkanborrel@ikvpaxchristi.nl
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 DISARMAMENT / 

 DEMILITARISATION 
 

 

First Committee UN General Assembly 

 

Pax Christi International co-signed 

several statements of NGOs and civil 

society before the First Committee of 

the General Assembly of the United 

Nations which took place at the end of 

October 2012. The statements were on: 

Disarmament Machinery, Preventing a 

Humanitarian Catastrophe, and Outer 

Space Security. Pax Christi International 

was well represented at the First 

Committee with delegates from Ireland, 

the Netherlands, and New York. ■ 

 

Preventing a Humanitarian Catastrophe 

 

Since the first nuclear bombing during 

World War II in Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 

the effects of nuclear weapons on 

societies have been clear. We are 

constantly reminded that nuclear 

abolition is of the utmost importance in 

order to guarantee a guaranteed 

human existence. Outlawing these 

weapons is the only insurance against 

their use. You can view the entire here.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Disarmament Machinery 

 

Both civil society and governments alike 

have warned that using a strict 

interpretation of the UN’s consensus rule 

has damaged disarmament machinery 

within the UN. The rule of consensus at 

the United Nations tends to act more as 

a barrier to commitment than a catalyst 

of development. Read the full 

statement, along with resolutions here. ■ 

 

Outer Space Security 

 

Outer space has become increasingly 

of interest to nations around the world. 

There are numerous governance 

challenges that have emerged since 

the adoption of the 1967 Outer Space 

Treaty. Currently, there are 

approximately one thousand satellites in 

space that are providing social, 

scientific, and economic benefits to 

people across the globe. It is important 

to simultaneously address the issue of 

preventing an arms race in outer space. 

Read more about outer space security 

in the full statement. ■ 

 

Breaking the Nuclear Chain: From 

Victim to Actor 

 

On 22 October 2012, IKV Pax Christi 

Netherlands joined the Global 

Partnership for Armed Conflict and 

Peace Boat in New York to launch 

“Breaking the Nuclear Chain,” a new 

global campaign to prevent the 

looming humanitarian catastrophe 

stimulated by the nuclear chain.  Nearly 

http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0463-en-gl-AC.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0464-en-gl-AC.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0478-en-gl-AC.pdf
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100 representatives from embassies, 

United Nations agencies, and non-

governmental organizations attended 

the event to learn more about the 

potential humanitarian disaster of the 

nuclear chain – from uranium mining, to 

power, to weapons, to nuclear waste – 

and what they can do to help prevent 

it. The campaign collects and shares the 

experiences of people who have been 

affected by the nuclear chain, and 

highlights how they are working to break 

it. The campaign also organized an 

online webinar with experts from around 

the world which you can download 

from the website. ■ 

 

Pre-Assembly Nuclear Advocacy 

Consultation 

 

The WCC is organizing a consultation to 

inform and guide international nuclear 

advocacy and engagement with 

national and regional partners. Kevin 

McBride, Board member of Pax Christi 

International, will participate at the 

consultation taking place from 10–12 

December 2012 in Seoul, South Korea. 

The consultation is being held in 

preparation for the World Council of 

Churches Assembly that is to be held in 

Busan, South Korea in November of next 

year. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interfaith Network on Nuclear 

Disarmament in Japan 

 

During the second week of December 

2012, Sr. Filo Hirota, member of the 

Board of Pax Christi International, will be 

part of the International Conference on 

"nuclear disarmament" in Japan 

organized by the interfaith peace 

network. Nick Mele from Pax Christi USA 

will also attend the event. As colleagues 

in Japan continue renewing their 

commitment to a world without nuclear 

weapons, their commitment now 

includes the abolition of Nuclear power 

plants in a more conscious manner. ■ 

 

London School Students at Downing 

Street to Plea for a Nuclear Weapon 

Free World 

 

A group of students from Maria Fidelis 

School in London wore colourful paper 

cranes, a symbol of peace and good 

health in Japan, and delivered a letter 

to David Cameron, Prime Minister of the 

United Kingdom, urging him to abolish 

nuclear weapons. This action was 

organised by the International 

Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons 

(ICAN) and Pax Christi UK. It was part of 

an international project initiated by 

young people in Hiroshima, Japan. 

More information is available here. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.breakingthenuclearchain.org/
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0496-en-gl-SD.pdf
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ATT Final Conference March 2012 

 

At the UN First Committee, Member 

States passed resolution L11 on the Arms 

Trade Treaty. This means that there will 

be another round of negotiations from 

18–28 March 2013. Pax Christi 

International will continue to advocate 

in favour of an ATT together with the 

Ecumenical ATT Working Group and 

Control Arms. ■ 

 

Statement of Pax Christi International on 

Drones 

 

The increased use of Remotely Piloted 

Air Systems (RPAs) – also called 

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) or 

drones - has inaugurated a new phase 

in modern warfare and is raising grave 

moral and legal questions that deserve 

immediate attention. Pax Christi 

International has given serious 

consideration to different perspectives 

on this issue and is persuaded that the 

use of these armed unmanned vehicles 

as weapons should be prohibited. Read 

the full statement here. 

 

HUMAN RIGHTS 
 

 

Forum on Business and Human Rights 

 

The Human Rights Council is planning a 

Forum on Business and Human Rights in 

Geneva from 4–5 December 2012 open 

to NGOs. The main focus is to discuss 

trends and challenges in the 

implementation of Guiding Principles on 

Business and Human Rights of the UN 

“Protect, Respect and Remedy 

Framework.” Pax Christi International is 

represented by Secretary General José 

Henriquez, Michel Uiterwaal, and Egbert 

Wesselink of IKV Pax Christi. ■ 

 

Human Rights Day on Inclusion and 

Participation in Public Life 

 

Human Rights Day, which will be 

celebrated on December 10, is the time 

to organise, celebrate, and recognise 

the importance of this day. The focus of 

this year is on inclusion and the right to 

participate in public life. The UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights has 

released materials to be used by 

Member Organisations of Pax Christi 

International. Further information can be 

found here. ■ 

 

Human Rights Day: 10 December 2012 

 

Pax Christi USA issued an article on 

human rights in support of Human Rights 

Day. This article stresses the importance 

of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, while drawing attention to the 

fact that, although it is signed by every 

country, it is not truly implemented 

across the world. The article also notes 

the impact that the Human Rights 

Council, which was formed in 2006, can 

have on the global implementation of 

human rights. Also included in the article 

are a prayer for human rights, a prayer 

to ban torture, and a prayer to end 

violence against women. You can read 

the whole article here. ■ 

http://www.controlarms.org/
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0429-en-gl-SD.pdf
http://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/human-rights-day
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/2010/events.shtml
http://www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/2010/events.shtml
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0501-en-gl-HR.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0512-en-gl-HR.pdf
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Rights of Indigenous Children 

 

Mary McDonald and Patrick Ryan, 

delegates of Pax Christi International at 

the UN in New York, attended the 

briefing "Fulfilling the Rights of 

Indigenous Children: Successes and 

Challenges" that took place on 15 

November 2012. The briefing was 

organized by the DPI NGO. This briefing 

highlighted the situation of indigenous 

children; what steps have been taken to 

address their needs; the challenges that 

remain; and the bold actions that still 

must be taken to ensure their 

fundamental human rights and 

freedoms, as well as that equality under 

the law is recognized and respected. ■ 

 
 

HUMAN SECURITY 
 

 

Intervention on Mining and Extractive 

Industries at the UN Commission for 

Social Development 

 

Pax Christi International endorsed a 

statement to be submitted before the 

UN Commission for Social Development 

taking place from 6–15 February 2013.  

The statement is a follow-up to the 

World Summit for Social Development 

and the 25th session of the General 

Assembly - priority theme: Promoting 

empowerment of people in achieving 

poverty eradication, social integration 

and full employment and decent work 

for all. This intervention is focused on 

mining and extractive industries. Read 

the full statement. ■ 

Intervention on Poverty and Climate 

Change at the UN Commission for Social 

Development 

 

Pax Christi International endorsed a 

statement to be submitted before the 

UN Commission for Social Development 

taking place from 6–15 February 2013. 

The focus is on poverty and climate 

change. The majority of the adverse 

effects of climate change will 

disproportionately impact those living in 

poverty throughout the world. Their 

increased vulnerability due to poor 

infrastructure and little or no funding for 

adaptation or mitigation will lead to 

greater hunger, disease and 

malnutrition. Climate change will 

negate the gains made through the 

Millennium Development Goals and 

inhibit the empowerment of people in 

achieving poverty eradication, social 

integration and full employment and 

decent work for all. The statement is 

available here.  ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0473-en-gl-HS.pdf
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0499-en-gl-HS.pdf
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Economic Crisis and Investment in 

Armaments 

 

Pax Christi Flanders and IKV Pax Christi 

Netherlands have been involved in a 

workshop on the “Economic Crisis and 

Investments in Armaments” that took 

place in Brussels on 17 November 2012. 

Given the financial crisis in western 

countries, budgetary cuts take place in 

the field of development aid and health 

security, but not that much in the 

budget of defence. The main speaker 

at the workshop was Jennifer Brauner, 

Researcher at the SIPRI Military 

Expenditure Project. ■ 

 
 

NON VIOLENT SOCIAL CHANGE 
 

 

Interview with Marie Dennis in Belfast on 

Peace and Pax Christi International 

 

An interview with Marie Dennis, Co-

President of Pax Christi International, has 

been published in Nonviolent News, 

which is the Irish Nonviolence and 

campaigning newsletter of INNATE, 

based in Belfast. The interview can be 

read here. ■ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PEACE EDUCATION 
 

 

Pax Christi Youth Camp in Italy 

 

Pax Christi Italy is organizing a summer 

camp from the 3rd to 8th August 2013 

for youth aged 18-30 years old in the 

city of Vicenza, home to one of the 

largest US military bases in Europe. The 

participants will be introduced to the 

“Popular Movement of Non-Violent 

Resistance” of Vicenza city and with the 

Pax Christi Italy. The camp will be an 

opportunity to gain insight into issues 

behind increasing militarization, the 

spreading of military culture, and 

grassroots organizations’ response 

through non-violent resistance. Youth 

from Pax Christi Member Organisations 

are warmly invited to participate. For 

further information, e-mail Giulia Falgari.  

 

Refraining from the Purchase of War Toys 

 

In a letter to the editor of a New York 

weekly Catholic newspaper, Pax Christi 

groups in New York shared their desire to 

encourage others to refrain from 

purchasing toys that promote violence 

and conflict this Christmas. Many video 

games work to glamorise violence, 

encourage discrimination, and make 

killing exciting. This holiday season, 

however, one should make a conscious 

effort to give gifts encouraging peace 

and understanding. The full letter is 

available in English. ■ 

 

http://www.innatenonviolence.org/editorials/ed204.shtml#interview
mailto:giulia.falgari@alice.it
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/2012-0513-en-gl-GE.pdf
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 PEACE SPIRITUALITY 
 

 

100 Days of Peace Legacy Hand Over to 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 

Pax Christi UK reported on the closing 

Mass for the 100 Days of Peace Legacy 

- handing over the idea of Olympic 

Truce/Peace to the Brazilian community 

for 2016. The Pax Christi International 

ICON was prominent during the Mass 

and in the hand-over and a framed 

copy was given to Bishop Luis Henrique 

from Rio de Janeiro. You can read more 

on Pax Christi UK’s website. ■ 

 

Peace Pilgrimage Northern Ireland 

 

Pax Christi Germany (Würzburg) is 

planning a peace pilgrimage to 

Northern Ireland from 20 – 29 May 2013. 

Participants will be confronted with the 

recent history of conflict, the troubles in 

Northern Ireland since the seventies, the 

different steps taken by people towards 

a peace process for Northern Ireland 

and what has been the role of the 

Churches in that process. Subscription 

deadline to participate in the 

pilgrimage is 1 February 2013. For more 

information, please send an e-mail. ■ 

 

Interfaith Event to support “Water 

Campaign” and “the Rights of all 

Children to live without Violence” 

 

On the 19 November 2012, Religions for 

Peace and the Global Network of 

Religions for Children in Europe (GNRC), 

held an European Interfaith Event on 

the “Water Campaign” and “the rights 

of all children to live without violence” in 

the premises of the European 

Commission. The celebration was an 

opportunity to reiterate the importance 

of water as a source of life and the ways 

children's rights are affected when it is 

not available. Using an interfaith and 

intercultural approach, children, 

women, religious leaders and the 

representative of UNICEF at the 

European Union shared their reflections 

on the two subjects through panel 

discussions and performances. Elisa 

Gurreri and Kathryn Shaner of the Pax 

Christi International Secretariat 

attended this event. ■ 

 
 

 INTERNATIONAL CALENDAR 
 

 

Click here to view the International 

Calendar of upcoming events. 

 

To unsubscribe from this list contact 

library@paxchristi.net or write to us at: 

Pax Christi Newsletter  

Pax Christi International  

21 Vieux Marché aux Grains  

B-1000 Brussels,  

Belgium. 

 

Pax Christi is the International Catholic 

Peace Movement with members 

worldwide. For more information visit 

our website: www.paxchristi.net 

 

To make a donation to Pax Christi 

International please click here. ■ 

http://www.paxchristi.org.uk/press1.php
mailto:familieballing@gmx.de
http://archive.paxchristi.net/2012/Calendar.pdf
mailto:library@paxchristi.net
http://www.paxchristi.net/
http://www.paxchristi.net/international/eng/donate.php

