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Letter from the
Secretary -General

Dear reader,

On behalf of Pax Christi International, | have the privilege to present to you our
Annual Report for the year 2009.

The text starts with a quick presentation of Pax Christi International for those of
you less familiar with our organisation.

The report covers mostly what has been done by, from and at the International
Secretariat; but inevitably, we also touch upon some activities, projects and
achievements of the Member Organisations that form an integral part of our
international movement and global network.

The report conveys very well the dynamics at the International Secretariat
where we deal everyday with important issues, concerns and strategies that we
need to finely adjust to the specifics of different parts of the world. The report
ends with the financial figures for 2009 together with the list of our sponsors
and supporters.

£ Allow me to thank, first, the organisations that have provided the funds neces-
sary to carryout all the work that has been done. We appreciate very much their
moral and financial contribution to the cause of Peace.

Our gratitude goes also to all the religious congregations that we have visited
during the year. Thanks a lot for the way you have welcomed and listened to us.
Thank you also for your generosity.

Last but not least, allow me now to congratulate and thank the Pax Christi staff,
all the volunteers and interns, together with a great number of anonymous peo-
ple all over the world who have made our work for Peace in 2009 possible.
Thank you to all of you.

Adelante!
Tenonsnous fermement la main!
Letds keep up the good spirit:

plowsitle. Werligh

Claudette Werleigh
Secretary-General
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ABOUT
PAX CHRISTI

Pax Christi International is a Catholic grassroots movement and global network of or-
ganizations that works to help establish Peace, Respect for Human Rights, Justice and
Reconciliation in areas of the world that are torn by conflict. It is grounded in the belief

that peace is possible and that vicious cycles of violence and injustice can be broken.

Our Vision

The work of Pax Christi International is based on the gospel and inspired by faith. Pax
Christi International believes that peace is possible and that vicious cycles of violence
and injustice can be broken. Our vision is of a world where people can live in peace,

without fear of violence in all its forms.

Our Mission

As a faith-based network, Pax Christi International seeks to transform a world shaken
by violence, terrorism, deepening inequalities and global insecurity. Pax Christi Interna-
tional works to create a culture of peace and believes that religion should be an un-
equivocal force for peace and social justice. Pax Christi International is committed to
non-violence and to demilitarization and disarmament, human security, human rights
and the rule of law as the basis of peaceful societies. As a movement and a global net-
work, Pax Christi International brings together people from many different backgrounds
and cultures as they shape and act upon their shared vision of peace, reconciliation

and justice for all.
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Pax Christi International seeks to develop initiatives that address our Five Major

Concerns:
1. Human Rights and Violent Conflict
2. Human Security and Violence
3. Disarmament and Demilitarisation
4. Just World Order
5. Religion and Violent Conflict

Eight Strategies are used to address these concerns:

— Confiict Transformation : Pax Christi is involved in conflict transformation, including
2 s \ 52 .;'5" early warning systems, conflict prevention and resolution, and community-based demo-
bilization, disarmament and reintegration of former combatants. It promotes alternative
solutions to violent conflict by identifying, studying and addressing the root causes of
violence and social injustice.

Peace Building : Pax Christi facilitates and supports reconciliation and peace building
processes, which help communities to look at the past and develop a path towards last-

S ing peace rooted in truth and justice (Just Peace ). Pax Christi promotes peacemak-
ing skills of dialogue, mediation and conflict resolution.

Education and Youth Work for Peace : Pax Christi contributes to a culture of peace by
encouraging models of education that use, for example, youth exchanges, alternative
peace service, voluntary peace work and peace weeks.

Interfaith and Intercultural Cooperation for Peace : Pax Christi creates opportunities for
inter-faith dialogue and cooperation in order to promote peace and social justice with
efforts towards Islam and Muslim communities.

Nonviolent Social Change : Pax Chr i st s dedication to peas
countless nonviolent actions of its members around the world. This includes, for exam-

ple, organizing conferences and debates, defending the rights of conscientious objec-

tors, efforts to heal ethnic or religious divisions, solidarity delegations and missions to

areas of conflict and public witness for peace.

Developing Peace Spirituality & Theology : By developing a spirituality and theology of
peace, it wants to insert moral and ethical principles on issues of war and peace into
the public and political arenas.

Advocacy and Campaigning : Through its representative status with international bod-
ies such as the United Nations, UNESCO, the EU and the Council of Europe, Pax
Christi brings the experiences and concerns of its members in the Global Network to
the international arena. On a national level Pax Christi Member Organizations engage
in advocacy appropriate to their own unique social and political context.

Networking . Pax Christi increases the capacity and effectiveness of the Pax Christi
movement and global network. Frequent continental and regional gatherings play a key
role in facilitating consultation and exchange among Pax Christi Member Organizations

around the world. ~
Pax-Christi
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Our Member Organisations

Pax Christi Member Organisations have a deep commitment to dealing with problems
affecting many people in their countries and are recognised for their clear voices of pro-
test against injustice. They also have broad social bases, allowing them to attack prob-
lems based on first-hand information from grassroots leaders with whom they are in
contact. These groups have developed positive relationships with many civil society

sectors on both the national and international level.

Organisational Structure

Between Triennial World Assemblies, the Executive Committee monitors the whole
movement to ensure that the Member Organisations abide by the Mission and Vision
and that their activities are integrated into the Strategic Framework. Under the leader-
ship of the Executive Committee, the International Secretariat that is based in Brussels

carries out the following tasks:

Providing Member Organisations with timely and appropriate information
Ensuring that good communication and co-ordination exists among them
Carrying out advocacy work on behalf of the Member Organisations
Offering and facilitating appropriate training

Creating bridges between its Members by encouraging joint activities

v,
— — — — — —

Building partnerships with other organisations pursuing similar objectives

Periodical meetings of Member Organisations are conducted or convened by the Inter-
national Secretariat. These meetings are usually developed around specific themes

and issues, while following a regional approach at the same time.
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

This Executive Summary presents a broad picture of the work carried by Pax Christi
International during 2009. It offers a reflection on the achievements of the year by
documenting:

[ The services that the International Secretariat offered its members
| The strategies deployed that are also relevant for all members;
| The activities carried out and results achieved in different parts of the world.

The planning, management, monitoring and evaluation of the programmes are under
the direct responsibility of the Continental or Regional Desk Officers for Africa, Europe,
the Middle East, the Americas and the Caribbean, and Asia-Pacific. Nevertheless, be-
cause we strongly believe that local ownership is an essential requirement to achieve
lasting results, the methodology that we promote and apply is a highly participatory and
bottom-up approach.

Monitoring is carried out predominantly by permanent staff and interns
through the exchange of emails, phone calls, field visits, meetings and ac-
tivity reports. The work of the International Secretariat is under the guid-
ance and scrutiny of our Executive Committee.

Advocacy is carried out by our Member Organisations in their respective
countries. Advocacy towards international bodies like the United Nations,

' European Union, Council of Europe and UNESCO are generally coordinated
by the International Secretariat.

Actors and Target GroupsThe main actors of our work are our Member Or-
ganisations, and our target groups are people and institutions interested in
and also able to influence peace processes (civil society, community,
church and government leaders ).

Participation: During our regional and continental consultations the partici-
pants agree on themes and issues that they want to tackle together, as well

Example

A good example of
participation from
the global network
can be seen in the
case of the various
Weeks of Action
throughout the year,
where several Mem-
ber Organisations
develop their own

type of actions in
collaboration  with

churches, church-
related organisa-
tions, religious com-
munities or congre-
gations, and with
NGOs at the na-
tional and/or local
level.

as on strategies. The choice is based on a joint context analysis, common
interests and by also taking into account their respective capacities.

Beneficiaries Direct and indirect beneficiaries from our interventions are our
Member Organisations, men and women who are victims of violent conflicts
and human rights abuses, and landless and marginalised people.

Indicators: These are measured by an increase in the number of member
adherents, and whether there has been an increase in and a strengthening
of their activities and new initiatives taken. Indicators also include the level
of success in preventing and handling conflicts, and whether the community
displays a positive attitude towards the organisations. Other indicators in-
clude whether or not the Member Organisations have built linkages with
and among key actors of civil society.
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Some of our achievements for the year 2009 include:

| The creation of multiple advocacy packages for the use of our Member Organisa-
tions and civil society at large. These include packages on Military Spending and
Development Aid, Ban Cluster Munitions, The Missile Defence System in the Czech
Republic, Nuclear Disarmament, Avenues for Advocacy in the UN Human Rights
Council.

| Participation in Weeks of Action and International Days such as International
Wo me n S Day and I nternational Day for t he
Women. The World Week for Peace in Israel-Palestine was a main focus. Pax
Christi advocates the observance of these days by inviting all Member Organisa-
tions to participate.

| The International Secretariat has been active in its Advocacy in the UN Human
Rights Council, submitting oral and written interventions alone or jointly with other
NGOs at the 10th, 11th and 12th sessions.

| Informational reports and educational manuals including a peacebuilding manual to
strengthen regional peacebuilding efforts in Africa, and a report on the climate refu-
gees and the role of the EU were published. Pax Christi also produced reflection
papers on the reforms brought about by the Lisbon Treaty, and on the possible im-
pact of Turkey S integration into the EU on

| Participation in international summits and seminars, for instance the Cartagena
Summit on a Mine-Free World. Also in 2009, an ecumenical delegation organised

by the World Council of Churches, attended
paratory Committee for the 2010 Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
theNon-Pr ol i feration of Nuclear Weapons at th

I Networking and joint-campaigns with Member Organisations and partners, such as
International Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons on topics like disarmament and
non-proliferation.

I In March 2009 Pax Christi organised a cross-border meeting on Small Arms and
Light Weapons in Arua, Uganda, where activists from Uganda, Sudan and the DR
Congo gathered to plot joint strategies and actions.

| The International Secretariat once again highlighted and promoted the accomplish-
ments of a contemporary peacemaker by awarding Justine Masika Bihamba the
2009 Peace Award.

| The Pax Christi International icon made a tour in the United Kingdom to promote
peace spirituality and theology.

Pax"Christi

International



